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Why do weak states resist threats of force from the United States, especially when history shows that this
superpower carries out its ultimatums? Cheap Threats upends conventional notions of power politics and
challenges assumptions about the use of compellent military threats in international politics.

Drawing on an original dataset of US compellence from 1945 to 2007 and four in-depth case studies—the
Cuban Missile Crisis, the 2011 confrontation with Libya, and the 1991 and 2003 showdowns with
Iraq—Dianne Pfundstein Chamberlain finds that US compellent threats often fail because threatening and
using force became comparatively “cheap” for the United States after the Cold War. Becoming the world’s
only superpower and adopting a new light-footprint model of war, which relied heavily on airpower and now
drones, have reduced the political, economic, and human costs that US policymakers face when they go to
war. Paradoxically, this lower-cost model of war has cheapened US threats and fails to signal to opponents
that the United States is resolved to bear the high costs of a protracted conflict. The result: small states
gamble, often unwisely, that the United States will move on to a new target before achieving its goals.

Cheap Threats resets the bar for scholars and planners grappling with questions of state resolve, hegemonic
stability, effective coercion, and other issues pertinent in this new era of US warfighting and diplomacy.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Aultman:

The particular book Cheap Threats: Why the United States Struggles to Coerce Weak States will bring you to
the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the
event you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Cheap Threats: Why the
United States Struggles to Coerce Weak States is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the
e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Adele Rowan:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this Cheap Threats: Why the
United States Struggles to Coerce Weak States.

Curtis Tyson:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide Cheap Threats: Why the United States Struggles to Coerce Weak States was
filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book
which you wanted.

Helen Massey:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By book
Cheap Threats: Why the United States Struggles to Coerce Weak States we can get more advantage. Don't
one to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book
that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Cheap Threats: Why the
United States Struggles to Coerce Weak States. You can more pleasing than now.
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