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This study is the first in the English language to explore the ways medieval Japanese sought to overcome
their sense of powerlessness over death. By attending to both religious practice and ritual objects used in
funerals in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, it seeks to provide a new understanding of the relationship
between the two. Karen Gerhart looks at how these special objects and rituals functioned by analyzing case
studies culled from written records, diaries, and illustrated handscrolls, and by examining surviving funerary
structures and painted and sculpted images.

The work is divided into two parts, beginning with compelling depictions of funerary and memorial rites of
several members of the aristocracy and military elite. The second part addresses the material culture of death
and analyzes objects meant to sequester the dead from the living: screens, shrouds, coffins, carriages,
wooden fences. This is followed by an examination of implements (banners, canopies, censers, musical
instruments, offering vessels) used in memorial rituals. The final chapter discusses the various types of and
uses for portraits of the deceased, focusing on the manner of their display, the patrons who commissioned
them, and the types of rituals performed in front of them. Gerhart delineates the distinction between objects
created for a single funeral?and meant for use in close proximity to the body, such as coffins?and those, such
as banners, intended for use in multiple funerals and other Buddhist services.

Richly detailed and generously illustrated, Gerhart introduces a new perspective on objects typically either
overlooked by scholars or valued primarily for their artistic qualities. By placing them in the context of
ritual, visual, and material culture, she reveals how rituals and ritual objects together helped to comfort the
living and improve the deceased’s situation in the afterlife as well as to guide and cement societal norms of
class and gender. Not only does her book make a significant contribution in the impressive amount of new
information that it introduces, it also makes an important theoretical contribution as well in its interweaving
of the interests and approaches of the art historian and the historian of religion. By directly engaging and
challenging methodologies relevant to ritual studies, material culture, and art history, it changes once and for
all our way of thinking about the visual and religious culture of premodern Japan.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Heller:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific The Material Culture of
Death in Medieval Japan book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Kathryn Botello:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want feel happy read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual The Material Culture
of Death in Medieval Japan is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Joseph Felder:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Material Culture of Death in
Medieval Japan, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Rex Vogler:

This The Material Culture of Death in Medieval Japan is great reserve for you because the content that is full
of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if
you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Material
Culture of Death in Medieval Japan in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this
e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt
that will?
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