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From the author of the bestselling The Professor and the Madman comes the fascinating story of William
Smith, the orphaned son of an English country blacksmith, who became obsessed with creating the world's
first geological map and ultimately became the father of modern geology.
In 1793 William Smith, a canal digger, made a startling discovery that was to turn the fledgling science of
the history of the earth -- and a central plank of established Christian religion -- on its head. He noticed that
the rocks he was excavating were arranged in layers; more important, he could see quite clearly that the
fossils found in one layer were very different from those found in another. And out of that realization came
an epiphany: that by following the fossils, one could trace layers of rocks as they dipped and rose and fell --
clear across England and, indeed, clear across the world. Determined to publish his profoundly important
discovery by creating a map that would display the hidden underside of England, he spent twenty years
traveling the length and breadth of the kingdom by stagecoach and on foot, studying rock outcrops and
fossils, piecing together the image of this unseen universe.
In 1815 he published his epochal and remarkably beautiful hand-painted map, more than eight feet tall and
six feet wide. But four years after its triumphant publication, and with his young wife going steadily mad to
the point of nymphomania, Smith ended up in debtors' prison, a victim of plagiarism, swindled out of his
recognition and his profits. He left London for the north of England and remained homeless for ten long
years as he searched for work. It wasn't until 1831, when his employer, a sympathetic nobleman, brought
him into contact with the Geological Society of London -- which had earlier denied him a fellowship -- that
at last this quiet genius was showered with the honors long overdue him. He was summoned south to receive
the society's highest award, and King William IV offered him a lifetime pension.
The Map That Changed the World is, at its foundation, a very human tale of endurance and achievement, of
one man's dedication in the face of ruin and homelessness. The world's coal and oil industry, its gold mining,
its highway systems, and its railroad routes were all derived entirely from the creation of Smith's first map.;
and with a keen eye and thoughtful detail, Simon Winchester unfolds the poignant sacrifice behind this
world-changing discovery.
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From reader reviews:

Dominick Carter:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that
question due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is proper. Because start from on guardería until university need that The Map That Changed the
World: William Smith and the Birth of Modern Geology to read.

Helen Kingsbury:

Here thing why this kind of The Map That Changed the World: William Smith and the Birth of Modern
Geology are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the
content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Map That Changed the World: William
Smith and the Birth of Modern Geology giving you information deeper including different ways, you can
find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with The Map That Changed the World:
William Smith and the Birth of Modern Geology. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own
eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to
bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Map That Changed the World: William Smith and the Birth
of Modern Geology in e-book can be your substitute.

Christopher Hunnicutt:

The book untitled The Map That Changed the World: William Smith and the Birth of Modern Geology is the
reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to
you. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
author was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Map That Changed the World: William
Smith and the Birth of Modern Geology from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Kathryn Mullins:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. A substantial number of sorts of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims The Map That Changed the



World: William Smith and the Birth of Modern Geology.
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