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The McCarthy era is generally considered the worst period of political repression in recent American history.
But while the famous question, "Are you now or have you ever been a member of the Communist Party?"
resonated in the halls of Congress, security officials were posing another question at least as frequently, if
more discreetly: "Information has come to the attention of the Civil Service Commission that you are a
homosexual. What comment do you care to make?"

Historian David K. Johnson here relates the frightening, untold story of how, during the Cold War,
homosexuals were considered as dangerous a threat to national security as Communists. Charges that the
Roosevelt and Truman administrations were havens for homosexuals proved a potent political weapon,
sparking a "Lavender Scare" more vehement and long-lasting than McCarthy's Red Scare. Relying on newly
declassified documents, years of research in the records of the National Archives and the FBI, and interviews
with former civil servants, Johnson recreates the vibrant gay subculture that flourished in New Deal-era
Washington and takes us inside the security interrogation rooms where thousands of Americans were
questioned about their sex lives. The homosexual purges ended promising careers, ruined lives, and pushed
many to suicide. But, as Johnson also shows, the purges brought victims together to protest their treatment,
helping launch a new civil rights struggle.

The Lavender Scare shatters the myth that homosexuality has only recently become a national political issue,
changing the way we think about both the McCarthy era and the origins of the gay rights movement. And
perhaps just as importantly, this book is a cautionary tale, reminding us of how acts taken by the government
in the name of "national security" during the Cold War resulted in the infringement of the civil liberties of
thousands of Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Luba Jacobs:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Lavender Scare: The Cold War Persecution of Gays and
Lesbians in the Federal Government. Try to the actual book The Lavender Scare: The Cold War Persecution
of Gays and Lesbians in the Federal Government as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend
when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every little thing
by the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Harvey Hobbs:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can
spent all day every day to reading a reserve. The book The Lavender Scare: The Cold War Persecution of
Gays and Lesbians in the Federal Government it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to
deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone.
The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Tonya Sewell:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their leisure
activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful pics on there.
Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this age, many
ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The
Lavender Scare: The Cold War Persecution of Gays and Lesbians in the Federal Government can make you
experience more interested to read.

Alva Stephenson:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book The Lavender Scare: The Cold War
Persecution of Gays and Lesbians in the Federal Government to make your own reading is interesting. Your
personal skill of reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward



book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be
very first opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the publication The Lavender Scare:
The Cold War Persecution of Gays and Lesbians in the Federal Government can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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