
Spinoza, Liberalism, and the Question of Jewish
Identity
Steven B. Smith

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0300076657
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0300076657
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0300076657


Spinoza, Liberalism, and the Question of Jewish Identity

Steven B. Smith

Spinoza, Liberalism, and the Question of Jewish Identity Steven B. Smith
Baruch de Spinoza (1632-1677)—often recognized as the first modern Jewish thinker—was also a founder
of modern liberal political philosophy. This book is the first to connect systematically these two aspects of
Spinoza's legacy. Steven B. Smith shows that Spinoza was a politically engaged theorist who both advocated
and embodied a new conception of the emancipated individual, a thinker who decisively influenced such
diverse movements as the Enlightenment, liberalism, and political Zionism.

Focusing on Spinoza's Theologico-Political Treatise, Smith argues that Spinoza was the first thinker of note
to make the civil status of Jews and Judaism (what later became known as the Jewish Question) an essential
ingredient of modern political thought. Before Marx or Freud, Smith notes, Spinoza recast Judaism to
include the liberal values of autonomy and emancipation from tradition. Smith examines the circumstances
of Spinoza's excommunication from the Jewish community of Amsterdam, his skeptical assault on the
authority of Scripture, his transformation of Mosaic prophecy into a progressive philosophy of history, his
use of the language of natural right and the social contract to defend democratic political institutions, and his
comprehensive comparison of the ancient Hebrew commonwealth and the modern commercial republic.
According to Smith, Spinoza's Treatise represents a classic defense of religious toleration and intellectual
freedom, showing them to be necessary foundations for political stability and liberal regimes. In this study
Smith examines Spinoza's solution to the Jewish Question and asks whether a Judaism, so conceived, can
long survive.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Linder:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you
do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question because just their
can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from
on pre-school until university need this kind of Spinoza, Liberalism, and the Question of Jewish Identity to
read.

Robert Caceres:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the publication untitled Spinoza, Liberalism, and the Question of Jewish Identity can be fine
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Jessica Henriquez:

Beside that Spinoza, Liberalism, and the Question of Jewish Identity in your phone, it may give you a way to
get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh
through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have Spinoza, Liberalism, and the Question of Jewish Identity because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come
on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book and read
it from now!

Elda Ornelas:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
in addition native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. Through the book Spinoza, Liberalism, and the Question of Jewish Identity we can get
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Only
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book
Spinoza, Liberalism, and the Question of Jewish Identity. You can more inviting than now.
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