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This study argues for a broadened approach to understanding Solovyov's Sophia, reading her against the
backdrop of Dante's presentation of Beatrice. It re-examines a reading of Sophia by early twentieth century
Russian symbolists, who conflated her figure with those of Beatrice and the Virgin Mary. This work finds
the symbolist approach to be a mis-reading of Solovyov, for his approach shows clear participation in
romanticism, particularly on the theme of love and androgyny, and in aesthetics. For Solovyov, romanticism
also meant a rejection of personification. For romantics the lady, as object of love, is historical, or literal.
Symbolists, on the other hand, appreciated symbols and (allegorical) personification. Even so, in practice,
Solovyov accepted personification of Sophia, as an implementation of the theurgical task of incarnation of
the divine in mortal, bodily reality. In the search for aspects of Dante's work which would have attracted
Solovyov, beyond his explicit citation of Dante, and use of the De monarchia for a 'free theocracy', our study
uncovers a common basis, particularly on love and beauty, in Christian Platonism; this can be traced to
Plato's Symposium and Christian adaptation in fourth century Augustine and thirteenth century Bonaventure
(in his exemplarism). The troubadour theme of love for the lady, adapted by Dante as an expression of love
for God, is also integral to Solovyov's own theurgical explanation of love. Analysis of that theme in
Solovyov, particularly from the recently published manuscript "La Sophia", shows that his mystical
appreciation of Sophia does not represent the gnosticizing dualism which he is thought to have accepted. It is
monistic, in the Neoplatonic tradition of Plotinus; duality is only a phase in the dialectic of love. Recognition
of Solovyov's Platonism is also helpful in dealing with the difficult question of Sophia's divine status, which
is like that of Plato's Ideas, or the ideal world which (since Middle Platonism) was understood to represent
the divine Mind and archetypal paradigms which would serve as a blueprint for creation.
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From reader reviews:

Desmond Gorman:

The guide with title Solovyov's Sophia As a Nineteenth-Century Russian Appropriation of Dante's Beatrice
posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of
the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular
book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so
you can read the item anywhere you want.

Shirley Parker:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Solovyov's Sophia As a
Nineteenth-Century Russian Appropriation of Dante's Beatrice which is keeping the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's notice.

Brian Rutt:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Solovyov's Sophia As a Nineteenth-Century
Russian Appropriation of Dante's Beatrice can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these guides have than the others?

Wanda Holmes:

You can find this Solovyov's Sophia As a Nineteenth-Century Russian Appropriation of Dante's Beatrice by
look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but in
addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get
more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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