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The appearance of David R. Slavitt’s translation of Orlando Furioso (“Mad Orlando”), one of the great
literary achievements of the Italian Renaissance, is a publishing event. With this lively new verse translation,
Slavitt introduces readers to Ariosto’s now neglected masterpiece?a poem whose impact on Western
literature can scarcely be exaggerated. It was a major influence on Spenser’s Faerie Queene. William
Shakespeare borrowed one of its plots. Voltaire called it the equal of the Iliad, the Odyssey, and Don Quixote
combined. More recently, Italo Calvino drew inspiration from it. Borges was a fan. Now, through
translations of generous selections from this longest of all major European poems, Slavitt brings the poem to
life in ways previous translators have not.
At the heart of Ariosto’s romance are Orlando’s unrequited love for the pagan princess Angelica and his
jealous rage when she elopes. The action takes place against a besieged Paris, as Charlemagne and his
Christian paladins defend the city against the Saracen king. The poem, however, obeys no geography or rules
but its own, as the story moves by whim from Japan to the Hebrides to the moon; it includes such imaginary
creatures as the hippogriff and a sea monster called the orc.
Orlando Furioso is Dante’s medieval universe turned upside down and made comic. Characterized by satire,
parody, and irony, the poem celebrates a new humanistic Renaissance conception of man in an utterly
fantastical world. Slavitt’s translation captures the energy, comedy, and great fun of Ariosto’s Italian.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Stover:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Orlando Furioso: A New Verse
Translation will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make
you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Josephine Lowe:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Orlando Furioso: A New Verse Translation can give
you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make you
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Orlando Furioso: A New Verse Translation.

Amos Curley:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
heart or real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Orlando Furioso: A New Verse Translation can make you
truly feel more interested to read.

Sherry Clark:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Orlando Furioso: A New Verse Translation to
make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about
book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it.
Beside that the guide Orlando Furioso: A New Verse Translation can to be your brand-new friend when
you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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