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Exploring the diverse factors that persuaded Christopher Columbus that he could reach the fabled "East" by
sailing west, Dante, Columbus and the Prophetic Tradition considers, first, the impact of Dante’s Divine
Comedy and the apocalyptic prophetic tradition that it reflects, on Columbus’s perception both of the cosmos
and the eschatological meaning of his journey to what he called an ‘other world.’ In so doing, the book
considers how affinities between himself and the exiled poet might have led Columbus to see himself as a
divinely appointed agent of the apocalypse and his enterprise as the realization of the spiritual journey
chronicled in the Comedy. As part of this study, the book necessarily examines the cultural space that
Dante’s poem, its geography, cosmography and eschatology, enjoyed in late fifteenth century Spain as well
as Columbus’s own exposure to it. As it considers how Italian writers and artists of the late Renaissance and
Counter Reformation received the news of Columbus’ ‘discovery’ and appropriated the figure of Dante and
the pseudo-prophecy of the Comedy to interpret its significance, the book examines how Tasso, Ariosto,
Stradano and Stigliani, in particular, forge a link between Dante and Columbus to present the latter as an
inheritor of an apostolic tradition that traces back to the Aeneid. It further highlights the extent to which
Italian writers working in the context of the Counter Reformation, use a Dantean filter to propagate the
notion of Columbus as a new Paul, that is, a divinely appointed apostle to the New World, and the Roman
Church and as the rightful emperor of the souls encountered there.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Todd:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want really feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual
Dante, Columbus and the Prophetic Tradition: Spiritual Imperialism in the Italian Imagination is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Bruce Zimmerman:

Typically the book Dante, Columbus and the Prophetic Tradition: Spiritual Imperialism in the Italian
Imagination will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the
idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book
Dante, Columbus and the Prophetic Tradition: Spiritual Imperialism in the Italian Imagination is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to
read the book.

George Cornelius:

Dante, Columbus and the Prophetic Tradition: Spiritual Imperialism in the Italian Imagination can be one of
your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has
good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Dante, Columbus and the Prophetic Tradition: Spiritual Imperialism in the Italian
Imagination however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of
crucial pondering.

Edward Suniga:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. In this modern
era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like newspaper,
magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your knowledge by
that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the Dante, Columbus
and the Prophetic Tradition: Spiritual Imperialism in the Italian Imagination when you necessary it?
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