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Medical confidentiality is an essential cornerstone of effective public health systems, and for centuries
societies have struggled to maintain the illusion of absolute privacy. In this age of health databases and
increasing connectedness, however, the confidentiality of patient information is rapidly becoming a concern
at the forefront of worldwide ethical and political debate.
 
In Contesting Medical Confidentiality, Andreas-Holger Maehle travels back to the origins of this
increasingly relevant issue. He offers the first comparative analysis of professional and public debates on
medical confidentiality in the United States, Britain, and Germany during the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries, when traditional medical secrecy first came under pressure from demands of disclosure
in the name of public health. Maehle structures his study around three representative questions of the time
that remain salient today: Do physicians have a privilege to refuse court orders to reveal confidential patient
details? Is there a medical duty to report illegal procedures to the authorities? Should doctors breach
confidentiality in order to prevent the spread of disease? Considering these debates through a unique
historical perspective, Contesting Medical Confidentiality illuminates the ethical issues and potentially grave
consequences that continue to stir up public debate.
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From reader reviews:

Barry Upshaw:

Within other case, little people like to read book Contesting Medical Confidentiality: Origins of the Debate
in the United States, Britain, and Germany. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book.
Given that we know about how is important the book Contesting Medical Confidentiality: Origins of the
Debate in the United States, Britain, and Germany. You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Mattie Regan:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that
question due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Contesting Medical
Confidentiality: Origins of the Debate in the United States, Britain, and Germany to read.

Billy Migliore:

This Contesting Medical Confidentiality: Origins of the Debate in the United States, Britain, and Germany
book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is
getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular Contesting Medical
Confidentiality: Origins of the Debate in the United States, Britain, and Germany without we comprehend
teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry
Contesting Medical Confidentiality: Origins of the Debate in the United States, Britain, and Germany can
bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have
it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This Contesting Medical Confidentiality: Origins of the Debate in
the United States, Britain, and Germany having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will
not really feel uninterested in reading.

Mildred Shaw:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have when



the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is
definitely Contesting Medical Confidentiality: Origins of the Debate in the United States, Britain, and
Germany.
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