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A thorough exploration of the nature and processes that led to civilization can be successfully accomplished
by examining well-known archaeological areas in depth and within a comparative framework. This newly
revised edition of Ancient Civilizations embraces this useful approach and remains the only in-depth
overview that provides detailed discussions of both New World and Old World civilizations within the same
book. The material is well presented in a lively yet authoritative manner by two highly regarded
anthropologists. All educators and readers concerned with the factual and theoretical issues surrounding
ancient civilizations in the Near East, South and Central Asia, and Mesoamerica will find this to be an
indispensable volume. A considerably expanded concluding chapter provides insights into some of the
current debates about the development of ancient civilizations.

1. The History of History

A Resume of Historical Views / The Archaeological Evidence / Recent Anthropological Perspectives

2. Agricultural Communities: The Near Eastern Evidence

The Neolithic Revolution / The Era of Incipient Cultivation / Evidence of Sedentary Food Production / The
Mesopotamian Lowlands

3. The Rise of Civilization

The Ecological Basis: Contrasts and Consistencies / The Egyptian Civilization / The Sumerian Civilization /
The Indus Civilization / The Oxus Civilization

4. Ancient Mesoamerican Civilization

Geography and Climate / The Rise of Agriculture / The Cultures of Ancient Mesoamerica / Teotihuacan /
The Toltecs / The Aztecs

5. General Considerations

The Independent Development of Old and New World Civilizations / Urban Settlement / Political Systems
and Historical Inquiry / Economics and Trade / Ideology: Social Action and Cultural Change

Titles of related interest also available from Waveland Press: Fagan, Quest for the Past: Great Discoveries in
Archaeology, Second Edition (ISBN 9780881337914) and Kehoe-Pleger, Archaeology: A Concise
Introduction (ISBN 9781577664505).
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Herron:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Ancient Civilizations: The Near East and Mesoamerica book is
readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
regarding Ancient Civilizations: The Near East and Mesoamerica content conveys objective easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Ancient Civilizations: The Near East and Mesoamerica is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Debra Davis:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Ancient Civilizations: The Near East and
Mesoamerica as the daily resource information.

Larry Mason:

The particular book Ancient Civilizations: The Near East and Mesoamerica will bring you to definitely the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Ancient Civilizations: The Near East and
Mesoamerica is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site,
so you can easier to read the book.

Mary Patterson:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has
reading's internal or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go
to at this time there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Ancient Civilizations: The Near East and
Mesoamerica can make you experience more interested to read.
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