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There is no part of our bodies that fully rotates—be it a wrist or ankle or arm in a shoulder socket, we are
made to twist only so far. And yet there is no more fundamental human invention than the wheel—a
rotational mechanism that accomplishes what our physical form cannot. Throughout history, humans have
developed technologies powered by human strength, complementing the physical abilities we have while
overcoming our weaknesses. Providing a unique history of the wheel and other rotational devices—like
cranks, cranes, carts, and capstans—Why the Wheel Is Round examines the contraptions and tricks we have
devised in order to more efficiently move—and move through—the physical world.

Steven Vogel combines his engineering expertise with his remarkable curiosity about how things work to
explore how wheels and other mechanisms were, until very recently, powered by the push and pull of the
muscles and skeletal systems of humans and other animals. Why the Wheel Is Round explores all manner of
treadwheels, hand-spikes, gears, and more, as well as how these technologies diversified into such things as
hand-held drills and hurdy-gurdies.  Surprisingly, a number of these devices can be built out of everyday
components and materials, and Vogel’s accessible and expansive book includes instructions and models so
that inspired readers can even attempt to make their own muscle-powered technologies, like trebuchets and
ballista.

Appealing to anyone fascinated by the history of mechanics and technology as well as to hobbyists with
home workshops, Why the Wheel Is Round offers a captivating exploration of our common technological
heritage based on the simple concept of rotation. From our leg muscles powering the gears of a bicycle to our
hands manipulating a mouse on a roller ball, it will be impossible to overlook the amazing feats of
innovation behind our daily devices.
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From reader reviews:

Samantha Campbell:

The book Why the Wheel Is Round: Muscles, Technology, and How We Make Things Move make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make reading a book Why the Wheel Is Round: Muscles, Technology, and How We Make Things Move to
be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a publication Why the
Wheel Is Round: Muscles, Technology, and How We Make Things Move. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Ashley Washington:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know that
book is very important normally. The book Why the Wheel Is Round: Muscles, Technology, and How We
Make Things Move has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve Why the Wheel Is Round: Muscles, Technology, and
How We Make Things Move is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your
friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship together with the book Why the Wheel Is Round: Muscles, Technology, and How We Make
Things Move. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Richard Forbes:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books
in the top record in your reading list is actually Why the Wheel Is Round: Muscles, Technology, and How
We Make Things Move. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to
be precious person. By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.

William Pare:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of book Why
the Wheel Is Round: Muscles, Technology, and How We Make Things Move. You can add your knowledge
by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read.
It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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