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Why do some democracies adopt effective development policies while others remain mired in stagnation or
suffer cyclic crises? Previous studies have emphasized poverty or institutional weakness, but weak
accountability and development failure are not limited to low-income countries or to any specific
institutional choices. A better explanation, Mona Lyne argues, is provided by her theory of the voter s
dilemma : where structural conditions render quid pro quo, or clientelistic, politics viable on a national scale,
voters have insufficient incentive to support politicians promising national public goods policies. Under
these conditions, Lyne argues, electoral accountability falls prey to the same n-person prisoner s dilemma
that plagues any other large-scale decentralized attempt to procure collective goods. The theory is tested
through an examination of four prominent cases. A comparison of postwar Brazil and pre-Chávez Venezuela
shows that clientelism debilitated both countries postwar development programs, despite Venezuela s
historically strong institutions and abundant oil revenues. Two comparisons one between contemporary
Brazil and pre-Chávez Venezuela, and another between postwar and contemporary Brazil highlight factors
that reduce the risks of rejecting clientelism as providing the best account of contemporary Brazil s success.
Finally, a comparison of pre-Chávez and contemporary Venezuela explains the continuity in flawed
institutional and policy choices as a result of continuity in clientelistic politics driven by the voter s dilemma.
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From reader reviews:

John Ashton:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read is The Voter's
Dilemma and Democratic Accountability: Latin American and Beyond.

Donald Bonilla:

The Voter's Dilemma and Democratic Accountability: Latin American and Beyond can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing The Voter's Dilemma and Democratic Accountability: Latin American and Beyond
however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info
that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
imagining.

John Bledsoe:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be The Voter's Dilemma and Democratic
Accountability: Latin American and Beyond why because the wonderful cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or
perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Antonio Mock:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top list in your reading list will be The Voter's Dilemma and Democratic Accountability: Latin
American and Beyond. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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