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For many people today, the Hebrew Bible is the one supreme channel through which the Word of God was
transmitted to humanity. In The Birth of God, Jean Bottéro, one of the world’s leading figures in Ancient
Near Eastern Studies, approaches the Bible from a different perspective. He sees in it an astounding variety
of documents that reveal much of their time of origin, historical events, and climates of thought. Therefore,
we owe to the Bible at least the same respect we give to Homer, Shakespeare, and other classics of world
literature. The Birth of God addresses questions that "educated people" usually avoid when the topic of the
Bible comes up: What is the Bible if we consider it a historical document? Bottéro is fully aware of the
special place the Bible has in the circles of many faithful Jews and Christians, but he focuses on the need for
an understanding of Israel as a major root of our entire Western tradition. With grace and insight, he brings
out the extraordinary originality of Israel’s questions and ideas, many of which have shaped our thinking
ever since. In Bottéro’s hands, Moses, Job, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and other familiar figures take on real life and
present to us thoughts we might never have associated with the Bible. He also treats such topics as the
origins of the world according to the Bible and original sin. In one remarkable chapter, Bottéro offers a new
translation of Ecclesiastes, which casts this biblical book in an entirely new light. Bottéro is a scholar of rare
abilities. Internationally respected for his work as a philologist, literary critic, and historian, he is also adept
at writing for a popular audience. The Birth of God has been widely read in France, where it was first
published in 1986. With this expert translation, English-speaking readers can now enjoy the book for the first
time. Upon reading it, many a reader is likely to reflect: "Whenever I have said ‘God,’ in whatever tone of
voice, could I ever have meant anyone else than the God of the Bible?"
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Graves:

This book untitled The Birth of God: The Bible and the Historian to be one of several books that will best
seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily
to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is
no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Amy Zambrano:

Often the book The Birth of God: The Bible and the Historian will bring one to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to
see, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Birth of God: The Bible and the Historian is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can
quickly to read the book.

George Medrano:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Birth of God: The Bible and the Historian, you
could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it?
Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Steve Pinson:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book The Birth of God: The Bible and the Historian was filled regarding
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to
read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.
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