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This book is a study of the literary strategies which the first professional philosophers used to market their
respective disciplines. Philosophers of fourth-century BCE Athens developed the emerging genre of the
"protreptic" (literally, "turning" or "converting"). Simply put, protreptic discourse uses a rhetoric of
conversion that urges a young person to adopt a specific philosophy in order to live a good life. The author
argues that the fourth-century philosophers used protreptic discourses to market philosophical practices and
to define and legitimize a new cultural institution: the school of higher learning (the first in Western history).
Specifically, the book investigates how competing educators in the fourth century produced protreptic
discourses by borrowing and transforming traditional and contemporary "voices" in the cultural marketplace.
They aimed to introduce and promote their new schools and define the new professionalized discipline of
"philosophy." While scholars have typically examined the discourses and practices of Plato, Isocrates, and
Aristotle in isolation from one another, this study rather combines philosophy, narratology, genre theory, and
new historicism to focus on the discursive interaction between the three philosophers: each incorporates the
discourse of his competitors into his protreptics. Appropriating and transforming the discourses of their
competition, these intellectuals created literary texts that introduced their respective disciplines to potential
students.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Qualls:

This Exhortations to Philosophy: The Protreptics of Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle are reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Exhortations to Philosophy:
The Protreptics of Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle can be one of several great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that possibly will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Exhortations to Philosophy: The
Protreptics of Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Ryan Calhoun:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended
for you is Exhortations to Philosophy: The Protreptics of Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle this guide consist a
lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Nathaniel Thomas:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or
real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that
on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Exhortations to Philosophy: The Protreptics of Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle can
make you truly feel more interested to read.

Randy Champion:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and



comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just looking for the Exhortations to Philosophy: The Protreptics of Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle
when you needed it?
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