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John James Audubon's boundless enthusiasm for the natural wonders of North America found magnificent
expression in The Birds of America, perhaps the most beautiful bird book ever produced. Virtually all of the
scholarly attention paid to Audubon has been devoted to the double elephant folio of The Birds, published in
Great Britain between 1827 and 1838. But, as Ron Tyler reveals in this ground-breaking study, even before
the larger work was completed, Audubon was contemplating a "petit edition, " which would bring his birds
to a much larger - and more profitable - audience. This was the royal octavo edition, one of the handsomest
publications created in America during the first half of the nineteenth century. Published in seven volumes
measuring approximately 8 by 11 inches (as opposed to the double elephant folio's 39 1/2 by 26 1/2 inches),
it was a truly national work. It went through nine editions during the nineteenth century and sold across the
country, providing financial support for Audubon's family for years after his death. Audubon himself called
it his "salvator." Because the royal octavo edition is a work of art in its own right and the source of much of
Audubon's reputation and popularity, Ron Tyler offers an engrossing narrative of the "little work's"
conception, production, distribution, and reception. He mines a rich store of hitherto neglected sources,
including Audubon family account books, newly discovered original drawings for the octavo edition,
numerous proofs for the plates, sales records, and personal correspondence, for a fresh look at this important
aspect of Audubon's career. This study carefully reconstructs the processes that produced the most popular
naturalhistory book of the nineteenth century. Tyler describes the changes that Audubon made for his "petit
edition, " including the addition of seventeen species; explains the printing methods used to produce the
plates; discusses, for the first time, the surprising differences between
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From reader reviews:

Terri Rouse:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what one you should start with. This Audubon's Great National Work: The Royal Octavo
Edition of the Birds of America is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Jonathan Flannagan:

The book Audubon's Great National Work: The Royal Octavo Edition of the Birds of America will bring that
you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If
you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Audubon's Great National Work: The
Royal Octavo Edition of the Birds of America is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Antoine Harris:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Audubon's Great National Work:
The Royal Octavo Edition of the Birds of America that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So ,
for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Audubon's Great National Work:
The Royal Octavo Edition of the Birds of America become your current starter.

Lamar Santiago:

You can get this Audubon's Great National Work: The Royal Octavo Edition of the Birds of America by go
to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties
on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date.
Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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