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Early in the morning on June 1, 1953, five African American men boarded a van to make the 200-mile trip
from Nashville to Memphis for a daylong recording session at the legendary Sun Studios, to be overseen by
Sun founder Sam Phillips. One of the two tracks cut that day, Just Walkin in the Rain, would go on to
become a regional R&B hit, Sun Records biggest record of the pre-Elvis era. It would, however, be the group
s only hit. They were the Prisonaires, a vocal quintet who had honed their skills while inmates at the
Tennessee State Penitentiary in Nashville.

In this book, John Dougan tells the story of the Prisonaires, their hit single, and the afterlife of this one
remarkable song. The group and the song itself represent a compelling concept: imprisoned men using music
as a means of cultural and personal survival. The song was re-recorded by white singer Johnnie Ray, who
made it a huge hit in 1956. Over the years, other singers and groups would move the song further away from
its origins, recasting the deep emotions that came from creating music in a hostile, controlled environment.

The story of the Prisonaires, for all of its triumphs, reflects the disappointment of men caught in a
paradoxical search for personal independence while fully cognizant of a future consigned to prison. Their
brief career and the unusual circumstances under which it flourished sheds light on the harsh realities of race
relations in the pre Civil Rights South. The book also provides a portrait of Nashville just as it was gaining
traction as a nationally recognized music center.
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From reader reviews:

Louis Vasquez:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Mistakes of Yesterday,
the Hopes of Tomorrow: The Story of the Prisonaires (American Popular Music), you may enjoy both. It is
very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Novella Tinch:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need
more time to be read. The Mistakes of Yesterday, the Hopes of Tomorrow: The Story of the Prisonaires
(American Popular Music) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those
short free time problems.

April Hall:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You will observe
that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for your
requirements is The Mistakes of Yesterday, the Hopes of Tomorrow: The Story of the Prisonaires (American
Popular Music) this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific
book was represented how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book. This is
why this book suitable all of you.

Piedad Trainor:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Mistakes of
Yesterday, the Hopes of Tomorrow: The Story of the Prisonaires (American Popular Music) which is finding
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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