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Examining the development of the process of presidential selection from the founding of the republic to the
present day, James Ceaser contends that many of the major purposes of the selection system as it was
formerly understood have been ignored by current reformers and modern scholars. In an attempt to reverse
this trend, Professor Ceaser discusses the theories of selection offered by leading American statesmen from
the Founders and Thomas Jefferson to Martin Van Buren and Woodrow Wilson. From these theories he
identifies a set of criteria for a sound selection system that he then uses to analyze and evaluate the recent
changes in the selection process.

Five normative functions of a presidential selection system comprise the author's criteria: it should minimize
the harmful effects of ambitious contenders for the office, promote responsible executive leadership and
power, help secure an able president, ensure a legitimate accession, and provide for an appropriate amount of
choice and change.

Professor Ceaser finds that the present system is characterized by weak parties and candidate-centered
campaigns that lead to the problems of "image" politics and demagogic leadership appeals. He therefore
argues for a more republican selection system in which political parties would be strengthened to serve as a
restraining force on popular authority, public opinion, and individual aspirations for executive power.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Evans:

This Presidential Selection book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will
get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular
Presidential Selection without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Presidential Selection can bring once you are and not
make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This Presidential Selection having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you
will not sense uninterested in reading.

Eugene Obrien:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be read.
Presidential Selection can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time
problems.

Mikel Davis:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Presidential Selection can be the answer, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Ralph Scott:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Presidential Selection to make your own
reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try
to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and reading through
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve
Presidential Selection can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of that time.
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