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As Apollo 11's Lunar Module descended toward the moon under automatic control, a program alarm in the
guidance computer's software nearly caused a mission abort. Neil Armstrong responded by switching off the
automatic mode and taking direct control. He stopped monitoring the computer and began flying the
spacecraft, relying on skill to land it and earning praise for a triumph of human over machine. In Digital
Apollo, engineer-historian David Mindell takes this famous moment as a starting point for an exploration of
the relationship between humans and computers in the Apollo program. In each of the six Apollo landings,
the astronaut in command seized control from the computer and landed with his hand on the stick. Mindell
recounts the story of astronauts' desire to control their spacecraft in parallel with the history of the Apollo
Guidance Computer. From the early days of aviation through the birth of spaceflight, test pilots and
astronauts sought to be more than "spam in a can" despite the automatic controls, digital computers, and
software developed by engineers.

Digital Apollo examines the design and execution of each of the six Apollo moon landings, drawing on
transcripts and data telemetry from the flights, astronaut interviews, and NASA's extensive archives.
Mindell's exploration of how human pilots and automated systems worked together to achieve the ultimate in
flight -- a lunar landing -- traces and reframes the debate over the future of humans and automation in space.
The results have implications for any venture in which human roles seem threatened by automated systems,
whether it is the work at our desktops or the future of exploration.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Davis:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Digital Apollo: Human and
Machine in Spaceflight (MIT Press) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Rick Maldonado:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all
day every day to reading a publication. The book Digital Apollo: Human and Machine in Spaceflight (MIT
Press) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-
book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
has high quality.

Mary McCollum:

Why? Because this Digital Apollo: Human and Machine in Spaceflight (MIT Press) is an unordinary book
that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes
the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Rita Lattimore:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So
you know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book.
Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Digital Apollo:
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